APOLLCS in whose fiery sernons sone thing was | acking
APOLLOS in whose fiery sernmons some thing was | acki ng
(ACTS 18 : 25)

"And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Al exandri a,
an el oquent nan, and mighty in the Scriptures, cane to
Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord;
and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught dili -
gently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism
of John." The coming of this remarkable man seened a
CGod-send to the harassed, persecuted Christians. He was a
nost abl e schol ar, whose fiery eloquence electrified neet-
i ngs and confounded the nost bitter critics. He seened
to be the answer to the Christians' prayers. Yet while al
this excitenment prevailed in the hearts of the Ephesian
Christians, two thoughtful people recognized that sonething
was wong with the young preacher. His nessage was
expressed in words of fire; his know edge of the prophets
was far above the ordinary; yet, sonmewhere, sonething was
I acki ng.

The Great Schol ar
"He was mighty in the Scriptures.” Such great know

| edge could not have been acquired in a noment. His
parents were probably devout Jews, whose boy had been
taught in the Scriptures "fromhis youth up." Wen
Apol | os passed fromyouth to manhood, the influence of

the Iaw and the prophets dom nated his entire thought.

The coming of Jesus of Nazareth had been the fulfil ment

of the ancient predictions; the Jewish rejection of their
Messi ah had been the greatest national nistake, and unl ess
I srael repented of sin, the outpouring of God's wath
woul d be inevitable. The cry of John Baptist needed to

be repeated in every village of the | and. Wenever Apoll os
read his Scripture, every prophetic utterance enphasized
the inportance of this fact, and finally the young man
could say, with Jerem ah, "But his word was in mne

heart as a burning fire shut up in ny bones . . . and |
could not stay" (Jer. 20:9).

The Great Speaker
"He was an eloquent man . . . instructed in the way of

the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and
taught diligently he thrilling, passionate preaching

of this young man seened a refreshing breeze on a sultry,
stifling afternoon. It revived drooping spirits, and gave
prom se of a new | eader whose exploits would lead to
greater conquests in the name of the Lord. The Christians
were thrilled at the prospect of every new oration, and
their hearts readily responded to the way in which he

mar shal |l ed his prophetic facts. He was a genius, and
"mghtily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shew ng

by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ."” Yet all the
whil e, the cross of Calvary represented nothing but the
overwhelmng folly of Israel. They had crucified their

Messi ah, and had |l ost their greatest opportunity. That God
was in Christ reconciling the world to Hnself, was a truth
unknown to Apollos. H s passionate outpourings were
expressive of his deep sincerity, but his Messiah was dead;
for even if Jesus of Nazareth had risen again, He had now
returned to heaven, and Israel's opportunity had gone

with Hm Repentance al one could prevent the doom of

t he nati on.
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The Great Saint
"Aquila and Priscilla . . . took himunto them and ex-
pounded unto himthe way of God nore perfectly.” It is
a cause for pleasure that the Scriptures declare that both
man and wi fe helped to instruct this brilliant young man
Undoubt edly the husband | ed the di scussion, but when-
ever he failed to nmake a point in a way satisfactory to his
wi fe, she joined in the conversation, and her contributions
added charm and value to the evening. Utinmately a new
revel ati on changed the entire outl ook of the young
preacher, "And when he was di sposed to pass into Achaia,
the brethren wote, exhorting the disciples to receive him
." Eventually Apollos reached Corinth, where Paul had
founded a Church on the doctrines of redenption. He had
determi ned to know not hi ng anong the peopl e save
"Christ and Hmcrucified." That the Church responded
to the preaching of the young visitor proves how well
Aquila and Priscilla had done their work. A live coa
fromoff the altar had touched his heart and his lips; he
al so preached reconciliation through the cross, and was a
worthy man to follow in the footsteps of their bel oved
Paul .
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