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BARNABAS ... who | oved hel pi ng converts
(ACTS 9:27; 11: 25)

"And Joses, who by the apostles was sur naned Bar nabas
(which is, being interpreted, the son of consolation), a Levite,
and of the country of Cyprus, having land, sold it, and
brought the noney, and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Acts

4.36, 37). Splendid! Few nen had such a glorious intro-
duction to the sacred record. Barnabas had a great passion
-he loved helping people. He was gifted at pouring oil on

troubled waters. H's soothing words of confort wer e to
many the balmof G ead

The Man and His Virtue

Happy indeed is that nman of whom  history says, " For
he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit, and of faith . M
(11:24). Wien this new nenber was added to the Chur ch
the fellowship becane i mreasur ably ri cher. Yet Bar nabas
never becanme proninent until the persecutor, Saul of Tarsus,
tried to associate with the apostles. He who had easy access
to the highest courts in Israel, was barred from the Christian

community, because " they were all afraid of him and
believed not that he was a disciple" (9:26). Perhaps the
young convert was a little disheartened: " But Barnabas took

him and brought himto the apostles, and declared unto them
how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
unto him and how he had preached boldly at Danascus in
the nane of Jesus " (v. 27). It is easy to inagine that when
Bar nabas heard of Saul's enbarrassnent, he sought him sat
with himto hear his story, and then pouring consolation into
t he wounded soul of the young nman, took him to the |eaders
of the Church. WIlI done, Barnabas! You were a geni us!

The Man and Hi s Vision

Probably they becane friends, and Barnabas was a little
sad when Saul was sent hone to Tarsus (v. 30). However,
the convert was in danger, and " prevention was better than

cure." There is reason to believe they never saw each other
for three years (Gal. | : 18). During all this tine, Saul was
being instructed by God in what he afterward called " ny
Gospel ." Then came the revival in Antioch, necessitating help
from the parent Chur ch. Young peopl e needed gui dance,

persecuted converts needed confort; and when these facts
were brought before the apostles, " . . they sent forth
Bar nabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Wo, when

he came, and had seen the grace of God, was gl ad, and
exhorted themall, that wth purpose of heart they should
cleave unto the Lord " (I I : 22, 23). Surrounded by these
young Christians, and probably feeling unequal to t he
demands being made upon him Bar nabas t hought of hi s
friend Saul of Tarsus. " Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus,
for to seek Saul. And when he had found him he brought
himunto Antioch . . . (vv. 25, 26). Barnabas was never as
good a speaker as Saul (I 4. 12) but his influence on the nan
of fire was invaluable. Truly he was "the son of consola-
tion," and his wuntiring conpanionship increased i mreasur -

ably the power of his friend's mnistry. And while Barnabas
hel ped the one <convert, he cherished anbitions of finding
anot her of his type; so after a little discussion, " Barnabas
and Saul . . . took wth them John, whose surname was
Mark " (12.25). Well done, Barnabas.

The Man and His Vacill ation
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Al as, John Mark failed, and thereafter storm clouds | ooned

in the sky of the two mssionary pioneers. At a later stage
they quarrelled, " And the contention was so sharp between
them that they departed asunder one from the other: and

Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul

chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren
unto the grace of God" (15:39-40). It would be easy to
bl anme this unfortunate quarrel on the wunrelenting Paul; but
this was only the climax of sonmething which had been going

for nonths. Poor Barnabas had been sl i ppi ng. Even

Peter nmonentarily |apsed when arr ogant Jewi sh t eachers
proclained the supremacy of the law. The <church had been

di vided; and following Peter's exanple " . . . the other Jews
dissenmbled Ilikewise wth him insonuch that Barnabas also
was carried away with their dissinmulation' (Gal. 2: 11-13).
Coming events cast their shadows before. Barnabas, al as,

had taken his eyes from the Mster. But at |east Barnabas
was consistent. He canme into the Bible story helping a young
convert called Saul; he went out of the sane story trying to
hel p another young convert called John Mark. Happy is the
man who lives to help others. See Bible Treasures, 129; Bible

Caneos, 157.
The Negro Mnister . . . Wwo Cane Up From The Depth
The Tent Hall, d asgow, was packed Wi th over

two thousand people, and their enthusiastic singing rang

t hrough the fanbus old building as they waited for the "
Saturday at Seven" neeting to begin. Soon, | would be
required to preach again, and sitting quietly in the
superintendent's room | prepared for the nonment when
would stand before the |arge audience. Then the door
slowy opened and an wusher said, " M. Powell, here is a
brother who wants to see you." He stood aside to permt the
entry of a negro. The visitor seenmed shy; | think he was a
little conscious of his color, for the roomwas filled wth
Europeans. He was very snart, but apparently nervous as

he |looked for " the man from
Wales.” His collar silently announced the fact that he had
been ordained to preach the GCospel. Suddenly he saw ne,
and inmediately his face beaned. " Ah, M. Powel I, it is
wonderful to see you. Do you renenber ne?" | snmiled and
admtted that | could not recollect ever having nmet him |
bl amed ny poor nenory, and admitted that | shoul d have
known himinstantly: but perhaps | was getting old " M.
Powell, do you renmenber comng to preach at a Sunday
evening service in British Honduras House in Edi nbur gh?"

| stared-it was quite inpossible. " Ah, sir, you do renenber.
I can see you do. M Powell, | was one of those whom you
led to the Saviour."

Fourteen years earlier, | had accepted the invitation of the

Rev. David Laurie to conduct a crusade in Carrubber's d ose
M ssion, Edinburgh, and it was at the close of one of the
nmeetings that a married couple cane forward to ask a favor
"Sir, we know you are very busy, but we are wondering if
you can help us. W are trying so hard to hold neetings in
British Honduras House, but sonetines we get di scour aged.

M. Powell, the building has been set aside for the use of
the colored soldiers, but the place is overrun by prostitutes.
To go into the place is like going into hell | They do not

really want wus; they nerely tolerate us because of certain
anenities which cone their way. We have a service each
Sunday evening, and we would love you to come and speak
to these young people.™
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I looked at my audience, and discarded ny prepared ser-
mon. This was no place for homletics. The soldiers were
tall, and extrenely tough. The white girls did not enhance
the virtues of their sex. During the opening hyms t he
audi ence giggled; the girls were playing up to their overseas
friends, the boys were rolling their big eyes. The nan whose
invitation | had accepted, announced that a visitor had cone

to address the neeting, and instantly all eyes were focused

me. | have long since forgotten the details of that strange
address; | know only that | spoke of sin, of the evil conse-
guences of forgetting God, and of the joy | found when |
surrendered ny life to Christ. At first it was extrenely
difficult to interest the listeners, but after a while even the
unfortunate girls becanme respectful. Wwen | gave the invita-

tion to yield to the Lord Jesus, several of the soldiers
responded, and with them canme one young |ady whose speech
suggest ed she bel onged to a good hone. | explained how they
could beconme Christians, and then returned to the manse
in which | was staying.

" Yes, sir, | was one of those whomyou led to Jesus. The
gentleman and his wife held on to ne, and taught nme many
things about the Bible. | grew in grace, and eventually was
able to go to the divinity school. Quite recently | graduated
and was ordained, and in August | am returning to British
Honduras to become a nissionary to ny own people. When
| heard you were coning to Gdasgow | was so happy, because
| wanted to see once again the man who led nme to Christ."

"It's seven o' clock, M. Powell. It's time to be on our
way." When | gripped nmy brother's hand and whi sper ed,
" God bless you,” ny heart was full. Then two el derly
peopl e came forward to say, " M. Powell, we wuld like to
shake hands also.” | hardly knew what to say, for these
were the wonderful couple who had invited ne to speak at
the nmenorable neeting. They were very nuch |ike Barnabas
of old, for they found their greatest happiness in helping
converts. | have since wondered what would have happened
to the negro Christian if they had failed to do their duty.
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