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(MARK 8: 36; LUKE 7: 28; EPHESI ANS 3: 8)

Cod' s sinple equations are astounding ; H's sense of

val ues is sonmething to cause amazenent. He relegates the

great things of earth to a place of insignificance, and lifts the
unattractive to a place of inportance. God's way of work,, -

ing is often bewildering, and this sinple study in conpound-

ing values illustrates this fact.

The Unequal | ed Great ness of Man

The world in which we live is a treasure house of beauty.

The Suprene Architect gave of Hi s best when He fashi oned

and executed H s plans concerning the universe. This planet

is but one of untold mllions, yet here we find i nmeasurabl e
riches. The mneral wealth of the coal-fields, the dianond
fields, and the gold reefs, is sonething beyond conputation
Centuries ago man began extracting this treasure, but rnuch
nore remai ns than he has ever clainmed. The earth with its
riches, the harvests with their abundant provision, the vast
nount ai n ranges whi ch have been the guardi ans of the plains
fromtime i menorial, the stately splendor of the forests,

and the amazi ng achi evenents of man, beggar description.

The earth presents an Al addin's cave of gigantic proportions.
The ransons of a million kings would be but a fraction of

its indescribable riches ; and yet according to Christ, all this
could not equal the value of a soul. The towering hills, the
scintillating gens, the radiance of a sunrise, the charm of
the sea at eventide, the freshness of the flowers, the roaring
i ndustries, the far-flung enpires of man are nothing in com
parison with the value of a soul. Christ said, " For what shal
it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and | ose his
soul ?" (Mark 8: 36).

The Unprecedented G eatness of a Saint

W are justified therefore in assumng that from God' s vi ew

point, man is the crown of creation. He was nade in the

i keness of CGod, and is sufficiently great to retain his place.

Sonet hi ng of the greatness of God may still be detected in

human ability. The realns of music, art, science, have al

produced nmen of genius, beneath whose spell the world has

been enthalled. Yet, if we were to harness all the gifts of

these illustrious people, and if we could present themto one

superman, even he woul d not represent superlative wealth.

Could he paint lifelike scenes which woul d astoni sh angels ;

could he produce nmusic to rival the harnony of heaven's

choirs ; could he sing with the voice of a seraph ; could he

read the secrets of the night sky, and forecast unerringly the

events of the future-were he astronomer, musician, scientist,

artist, mllionaire-were he the greatest man in God's world,

he would be I ess than the |l east Christian. Christ declared

of John Baptist, " Anbng those that are born of wonen, there

is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is

|l east in the kingdomof God is greater than he.” A prophet

was CGod's man ; the greatest prophet was God's special nan ;

and yet the weakest, the npbst uneducated Christian-the

LEAST in the ki ngdom of God supersedes the greatest outside

t he ki ngdom of God. Therefore if a nan is of nore val ue

than the world, and a saint is greater than the best nan, it

follows that the world of nature cannot be conpared with

t he wonder of a redeened soul. God coul d nake anot her

world, and people it with great men and wonen ; but to

produce another Calvary would baffle even the omni science of the
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Al mighty.

The Uni magi nabl e Greatness of Chri st

If one Christian represents such fabul ous wealth, the untold
mllions of saints who formthe Church of Christ would repre-
sent a correspondi ngly increased anount. For exanpl e,

when John descri bed the choir of the redeened, he said,

"The nunber of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,

and t housands of thousands." The Church of Christ is com
posed of people drawn from" every kindred, and tongue, and
peopl e, and nation-" Yet in the sight of God, the reconciling
death of Christ equalled the need of this inmense throng.

" For as by one man's di sobedi ence many were made sinners,

so by the obedi ence of one shall many be nade ri ghteous”
(Rom 5: 19). If that which Christ acconplished satisfac-
torily cancelled the i nmense debt of so many, then how great
was the value of Hs sacrifice. Perhaps Paul had this thought
in mnd when he endeavored to express the wonder of his

Lord. Because npst adjectives seened too conmonpl ace, the
apostl e spoke of " The unsearchable riches of Christ "-and
yet, He died for us!

| stand all amazed at the |ove Jesus offers nmne,
Confused at the grace that so freely He proffers ne
| trenble to know that for ne He was crucified-
That for nme, a sinner, He suffered, He bled, He died.
Ch. it is wonderful that He should care for ne
Enough to die for net

Ch, it is wonderful, wonderful to ne!
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