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And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth she judged
Israel at that tine. And she dwelt [sat] under the palmtree of
Debor ah between Ramah and Bethel, in nount Ephraim and the
children of Israel came up to her for judgnment (Judg. 4:4-5).

Deborah was the nost outstanding lady in Israel's history.
During a period when wonmen were only valued as chil d-
bearers, homenmakers, and | aborers in the fields, she arose
fromobscurity to becone the nost inportant person in the
nation. She was a judge, a mlitary general, a ruler, a prophet-
ess, a nusician, and a poet. She excelled in every quality,
and, if for no other reasons, what is known of her life de-
serves consi deration.

This |lady was born sonetine between the thirteenth and
twel fth centuries before Christ, and her parents nust have
been el ated for they gave their child a nanme whi ch neant
honeybee. This suggests they considered her to be small, very
active, and the producer of sweetness. Maybe the nane was
prophetic, for the baby was destined to reach a place of un-
precedent ed excell ence. No other details of her chil dhood are
known, but when she becane an adult, she was given in mar-
riage to a nan called Lapidoth of whom nothing else is known.
She nust have been good, gracious, and w se, for when God
appoi nted judges to rule the |Iand, Deborah was the only wom
an chosen. She held her court beneath a great palmtree that
was | ater nanmed in her honor. This was astonishing for no
other woman in Biblical history shared that distinction. The
Bi bl e says:

And when the LORD rai sed them up judges, then the LORD was
with the judge, and delivered them[the children of Israel] out
of the hand of their enenies all the days of the judge (Judg.
2:18).

~ Israel's transgressions were great, and in a period when
i ndi vi dual s pl eased thensel ves, | aw and order were ignored.
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The nation was dom nated by aggressors, the chief of which
were the kings of Syria and Canaan. The Proni sed Land had

not been conpletely conquered, and, consequently, the Canaan-
ites, led by King Jabin, were deadly foes. They lived during
what is now called the Iron Age, and the people had capital -
ized on the art of using nmetal. They had hundreds of iron
chariots agai nst which the Hebrews had no defense. God was

i ntensely di sappointed with the corruption of His people, for
even the mnistry of judges did not abolish idolatry. The an-
cient witer said:

And it cane to pass, when the judge was dead, that they
returned, and corrupted thensel ves nore than their fathers, in
followi ng other gods to serve them and to bow down unto

them they ceased not fromtheir own doings, nor fromtheir
stubborn way (Judg. 2:19).

Deborah - The Magistrate... Strange
When the problenms of adm nistering justice becane too
strenuous, Mses, the patriarch, accepted the advice of his
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father-in-law and del egated duties to a special panel of judges
(see Exod. 18:13-27). If for any reason they could not solve a
problem it was transferred to a Supreme Court. It was
surprising when God chose a wonan to be one of the judges;

all other appointees were nen. God rai sed Deborah to

promi nence and i nparted the wi sdom necessary for the
performance of her duties. It was amazing that argunentative
nmen were willing to accept her decisions. She expressed her
views and had the courage to uphold and enforce her verdicts.
It cannot be overenphasi zed that nen, who probably disliked
and di sdai ned fenal es, accepted the rulings of this official
They listened to her reasoning and sonetines feared, for she
possessed authority and could not be chall enged. A woman

had beconme the representative of the |aws of GCod.

Today the Western world has been nade aware of the in-
herent capabilities of wonen to reach any |evel of society.
Ladi es have becone fanbus adm nistrators, politicians, and
surgeons. Some occupy the highest positions in governnent.
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That whi ch was al nbost unknown in antiquity has becone

comonpl ace. It is worthy of note that in some countries the
age-ol d custons prevail, and mllions of wonen are stil

ensl aved by tradition. The CGospel of Jesus Christ has done
nore to emanci pate femal es than anything el se in existence. It
teaches the so-call ed weaker sex was neant by God to be the
cherished partners of nen. Wse wonen recogni ze this fact

and are grateful to the Savior who |iberated them

Deborah - The Messenger... Startling

The term "judge" referred to her judicial character and
prof essional ability; her decisions affected people. The
desi gnation "prophetess" indicated she was inspired by the
Al m ghty. Deborah was apparently the only woman of her
generation who enjoyed that privilege. It nmay appear strange
that ot her prophets such as Moses, David, |saiah, Jeren ah
the ten minor prophets, and several nmen in the New Testanent,
bequeathed to posterity permanent records of their ministry.
Yet no wonan left a record of her work. This lady had the
ability to predict things to cone, and her accuracy astoni shed
t he nati on.

Dr. Herbert Lockyer wote: "W have the exceptional case
of Deborah, one of the nobst renmarkable wonen in the Bible:
prophet, judge, ruler, warrior, poetess. Boldly she could say-

The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in |srael
until that | Deborah arose; that | arose a nother in |srae
(Judg. 5:7).

"Genius and talent found her able and ready to neet her
nati on's energency and peril, so she becane the first woman
| eader of men; the first public wonan of the Bible with a
passionate patriotism achi eving such a victory that the |and
had rest fromwar for forty years.”

Per haps Deborah's fame as a prophetess had devel oped
over several years. People knew that her predictions were
reliable, and her reputation reached new proportions when she
foretold the destruction of enenies who had oppressed the
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nati on for decades. God may have used this remnarkabl e | ady
because He could not find a man capabl e of doing her work.
Males like to believe they are indispensable, but history has
denonstrated that when the best of nen failed, the Lord found
worren whose courage and wi sdom super seded anyt hi ng pos-
sessed by mal es.

Deborah - The Mlitant... Skillful

It is interesting to note that Barak, the commander in chief
of Israel's armes, was residing at Kedesh-Naphtali, apparent-
ly indifferent to the danger confronting his nation. That Debo-
rah thought it necessary to assune command of the situation
i ndi cates the general's reluctance to defend his country. The
eneny had a fortified city near the plains of Esdrael on, and
the plain provided space in which their iron chariots could
operate. The conparatively snall arny of Israel was vastly
out nunbered, and it was evident the defenders had no chance
of victory. Barak's fear was evident when he said to the proph-

etess, "If thou wilt go with me, then | will go: but if thou wilt
not go with me, then I will not go" (Judg. 4:8). Deborah re-
plied, "I will surely go with thee: notw thstanding the journey

that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the LORD
shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman" (Judg. 4:9). The
ten thousand men under the command of Barak were drawn
fromthe northern tribes of Israel, but they were apprehensive

as they followed their | eader to the battlefield. Wat hap-
pened afterward is best described by Flavius
Josephus, the Jew sh historian

So Deborah sent for Barak, and bade hi m choose him
out ten thousand young nmen to go agai nst the eneny,
because God had said that nunber was sufficient and
prom sed themvictory. But when Barak said that he would
not be the general unless she would also go as a genera
with him she had indignation at what he said, and replied,
"Thou, O Barak, deliverest up neanly that authority which
CGod hath given thee into the hand of a wonan, and | do
not reject it." So they collected ten thousand nen, and
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nmen, and pitched their canp at nount Tabor, where, at

the king's command, Sisera net them and pitched his
canp not far fromthe eneny; whereupon the Israelites,
and Barak hinself, were so affrighted at the nultitude of
t hose enenies, that they were resolved to march off had
not Deborah retained them and commanded themto fi ght
the eneny that very day, for that they should conquer
them and God woul d be their assistance.

So the battle began; and when they were conme to
close fight, there canme down from heaven a great storm
with a vast quantity of rain and hail, and the wi nd bl ew
the rain in the face of the Canaanites, and so darkened
their eyes, that their arrows and slings were of no advan-
tage to them nor would the coldness of the air permt
the soldiers to make use of their swords; while this storm
did not so rmuch incommode the |Israelites, because it
cane in their backs. They al so took such courage, upon
the apprehension that God was assisting them that they
fell upon the very midst of their enem es, and slew a
great nunber of them so that sonme of themfell by the
Israelites, some fell by their own horses, which were put
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into disorder, and not a few were killed by their own
chariots 2

Deborah - The Musician... Superb

Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Ahi noam on that

day, saying: Praise ye the LORD for the avengi ng of |srael
when the people willingly offered thenselves... LORD, when
thou wentest out of Seir; when thou marchedst out of the field
of Edom the earth trenbled, and the heavens dropped, the

cl ouds al so dropped water (Judg. 5:14).

They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought
agai nst Sisera. The river of Kishon swept them away, that
ancient river, the river Kishon. 0 ny soul, thou hast trodden
down strength. Then were the horsehoofs broken by the neans
of the pransings, the pransings of their mghty ones (Judg.
5:20-22).
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Four facets of Deborah's Iife and work shine as stars agai nst
t he bl ackness of her surroundi ngs. They are her concern.
consecration courage, and conposition. They deserve
i nvestigation.

Her Concern

It is not known how this delightful woman became in-
volved in Israel's legal system but evidently her capabilities
had been recogni zed by peers. She coul d have been as ot her
worren, a honenaker or a | aborer in her husband s fields.
The judge was scholarly and |iked hel pi ng people with prob-
| ens. Her decisions hel ped other wonmen to obtain what ot her-
wi se m ght have been deni ed.

Her Consecration

Deborah's Iife had been surrendered to the Al mghty. who
bl essed her with the spirit of prophecy. God used her intellec-
tual capabilities, and when predictions were fulfilled, people
in the vicinity began to appreciate her talent. This consecrated
wonan and the Al mghty shared their lives. He inspired her
and she did the sanme for those who attended her court.

Her Confi dence
When nost of the inhabitants were overwhel med by fear
and invasions resulted in loss of life and property, this |ady

was al one. She sunmoned a frightened arnmy comuander and

strengt hened the hopes of an oppressed nation. Later, when

many soldiers were tenpted to run away, the unshaken faith

of Deborah revived their spirits and nmade possi ble one of the
greatest victories in mlitary history. It is easy to visualize her
standing in the devastating storm gazing up into heaven, and

prai sing God. The Lord is always invincible, but when a

wonman of this type is on Hs side, He nust be delighted.

Her Conposition

Poets, lyricists, and mnusicians are special people. They ex-
press the inexpressible and see things which only the super-
natural can provide. Poetry is the nmusic of the soul, a |anguage
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whi ch everybody understands. It captivates the glory of the
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eternal, enbraces hunan need, and brings to the surface trea-
sures only found in the depth of human consci ousness. Debo-
rah was one of those rare wonen who inspire everybody.

When the battle ended, she and her coll eague sang the only
m xed duet nmentioned in the Scriptures. It reveal ed the surg-
ing enotions of two happy warriors. The reference to divine
assi stance was unm stakable. Torrential rain had flooded the
plain; the river had overflowed its banks, and "the dropping
heavens" evidently referred to atnospheric disturbances. The
noi se of thunder seenmed to suggest heaven's armnies were
usi ng heavy armanment, and flashing lightning struck terror to
horses attached to the chariots of iron. Wen the aninmals
reared on their hind | egs they began smashing everything within
reach. The warriors were filled wth confusion. Chariots were
sinking in nud. As panic spread, soldiers began killing their
conrades. To make matters worse, the ten thousand nmen of
| srael began attacking, and it becanme evident the Syrians and
Canaanites were doonmed. The thunder in the heavens seened
to be applauding the victory. Wth despair filling his soul,
Sisera, the general, fled. It was a remarkable day in Israel
and when Deborah and Barak began to sing, perhaps every
sol di er cheered. This renarkabl e woman was the proverbi al
Jack or Jill of all trades; she was the greatest lady in Israel
She woul d have | oved Paul's statenent: "If God be for us,
who can be agai nst us?" (Rom 8:31).
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