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(EZRA 2:62)

The flags were flying anong the Babyl oni an hovel s, for
t he i mpossi bl e dream of the captives had conme true: their
slavery had term nated. Every hour fresh runours were
circul ating anong the disnal homes, and the young nen's
ent husi asm seened boundl ess. Their revered | eader Ezra
was actively engaged in high | evel conferences, and it
seened evident that once the chaotic conditions of the
conquered city were under control, enancipation would
becone a reality. Many of the younger people had been
born in captivity, but older folk remenbered a little of the
bygone days, and sighed at the thought of their honegoing.
Then canme the news that the final arrangenments had been
made, and each fanm |y was commanded to report at the
registration offices.

An Undi st urbed Conpl acency

"And the children of the priests: the children of Habai ah
the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a
wife fromthe daughters of Barzillai the Gleadite, and were
called after their name. These sought their register anong
those that were reckoned by geneal ogy, but they were not
found: therefore were they, as polluted, put fromthe
pri esthood" (Ezra 2: 61, 62). And the unexpected disturb-
ance around the registration booth surely caused a great
anount of unpl easantness. The great |eader refused to be
swayed by sentinment, and neither argunent nor tears could
move himfromhis determination to reject these applicants.
Their claimto belong to the priesthood had been nost
sincere; but the records of Israel had been faithfully kept,
and in these could be found no nention of their names.
The | eader said that he was very sorry, but the famlies
woul d have to stand aside until higher authorities could
be consulted. Wat a pity these folk had not ascertai ned
bef orehand whether or not their clains could be sub-
stantiated. They had lived anong the people of God, and
had assunmed that their names were entered in the records.
Now, when it was too late to renedy matters, they had
di scovered their great nistake. And in |ike manner, people
today assune all will be well in the day of judgnent, and
yet never attenpt to ascertain whether their hopes are
based on reliable facts.

An Unsupported Caim

What reply woul d be made when Ezra enquired, "Wy
did you not assure yourselves in days gone by that your
clains could be substantiated? " Probably they shrugged
their shoulders and nmade excuses. Charl es Haddon
Spurgeon is credited with the statenment, "There will be
t hree outstandi ng wonders in heaven. (i) People will be
present whom | never expected to find. (ii) People will be
absent whom | did expect to find. (iii) The greatest

wonder will be that | shall be there." Perhaps we could
add to the list and say, "There will be many peopl e absent
who expected to be there." Supposition that all will be

well at the termination of [ife's journey can be totally m s-

| eadi ng and di sappointing. Concerning the final assize,

the Bi bl e declares that all whose nanes are not found in

the Lanb's book of life will be rejected (Rev. 20: 11-15).

"The Lord knoweth themthat are His," and the nanes

of all His people are recorded in the great book. A man
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shoul d never rest until he is assured that this inportant
matter has been satisfactorily concl uded.

An Unexpect ed Catastrophe

therefore were they, as polluted, put fromthe
priesthood.” The Scriptures are silent concerning any
further investigation which may or nay not have been
made. It is not inpossible that further research brought
addi ti onal evidence to light, and that the tragedy of rejec-
tion was ultimately averted. On the other hand, such
evi dence may not have been forthconming, and the
di sappoi ntmrent of the rejected famlies would then have
been overwhel ming. And this is a renminder of the greater
i ssues at stake in the salvation of nen and wonen. There
are nmany people who |ive and work anmong Christians, who
yet never worry about making their own decision for Christ.
They live conmplacently fromday to day, satisfied with the
assunption that all nust be well. Yet the Scriptures
declare that unless their names are recorded i n heaven
their nost sincere expectation will end in di sappointment.
The journey into eternity demands preparation, and to
neglect this urgent matter is to run the risk of |osing every-
thing of value both in this world and in the world to cone.
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