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And CGush begat N nrod: he began to be a mighty one in the
earth. He was a m ghty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it
is said, Even as Ninrod the mighty hunter before the LORD
(Gen. 10 8A9).

The nane Ninrod conmes from maradh which neans to rebel
and this mght suggest it was acquired when the man rebelled
agai nst society and God. Unless Gush, his parent. were a proph-
et, that unpleasant nane woul d not have been given to a baby.
There was no way parents could foretell the future. It was im
possible to predict the type of man their child woul d becone.
Soretime during his adult career. N nrod becane a rebellious,
arrogant. doninating dictator who criticized Jehovah. His origi-
nal name was abandoned, and what he becane over shadowed
what he had been.

It has been estimated that nore than one hundred years had
el apsed since the flood when Noah and his three sons com
menced the task of replenishing the earth. However, since peo-
ple lived to be very old in that era, that period woul d represent
only a short time in history. To recall what had happened a
century earlier would be the equivalent of a nodern man remem
beri ng what happened when he was a teenager. That may ex-
plain the rebellious attitude of N nrod who founded the first
dynasty.

When Noah left the ark, he and his famly entered an enpty
world to make a new begi nning. The Bi bl e says that Noah begat
Ham Ham begat Gush; Gush begat N nrod. Therefore. N nrod
was a great-grandson of Noah (see Gen. 10:6A8). It is probable
that in that age of |ongevity, young Nimrod could have |istened
to his ancestor who built the ark. Already the inhabitants of earth
were increasing at an enornous rate. Each man desired to build
his own city, and the popul ati on, as comranded by CGod, began
to move further and further away fromthe ark's final resting
pl ace. Eventually Nimod was born, and it is interesting that
within the scope of a few sentences, the ancient witer enpha-
sized that N ntod was a nmighty hunter. Animals had also in-
creased and sone of them had become a nenace. Apparently no
other man gained fame through his exploits. It is
possi ble that Ninrod protected and fed his nei ghbors and thus
attracted attention. Hi s dom nance over aninals eventually ex-
tended to nmen, who becane the arny that established the first
dynasty. The Bi bl e says: "And the begi nning of his kingdom
was Babel [Babylon]. and Erech, and Accad. and Cal neh. in the
land of Shinar" (Gen. 10:10). Ninrod was the first man of re-
nown to emerge after the flood, but he detested God. The Sept u-
agint version of the Scriptures says: "Ninrod was a m ghty hunter
against the Lord." and this appears to be the key that unlocks the
mystery of his Iife. Matthew Henry. the noted comment at or
sai d:

That which is observable and inprovable in these verses
is the account here given of Ninrod. v. 8Al10. He is here
represented as a great man in his day: he was resolved to
tower above his neighbors. The sane spirit that actuated
the giants before the flood, now revived in him There are
some in whom anbition and affectati on of dom nion seem
to be bred in the bone. Nothing on this side of hell wll
hunbl e and break the proud spirits of sone nen.

Nintod was a great hunter: with this he began. and for
this becanme fanobus to a proverb. Sone think he did good
with his hunting; he served his country by ridding it of the
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wi | d beasts which infested it. OQhers think that under pre-
tense of hunting he gathered nen under his command, in
pursuit of another game he had to play. which was to nake
hi msel f master of the country. Great conquerors are but
great hunters. Al exander and Caesar woul d not nake such
a figure in Scripture history as they do in comon history.
Nintrod was a mighty hunter against the Lord, as translat-
ed in the LXX; that is, he set up idolatry. That he m ght set
up a new governnent, he set up a new religion. Babel was
the nother of harlots. He carried on his oppression and
viol ence in defiance of God hinself.'

Perhaps the ol dest and nost reliable explanation of Ninrod' s
power was given by Flavius Josephus, the fanmus Jew sh hi sto-
rian. Concerning the present subject he wote:
15

Now it was N nrod who excited themto such an affront
and contenpt of God. He was the grandson of Ham the
son of NoahAa bold man, and of great strength of hand.
He persuaded themnot to ascribe it to God, as if it were
t hrough his nmeans they were happy, but to believe that it
was their own courage which procured that happi ness. He
al so gradual Iy changed the government into tyrannyAsee-
ing no other way of turning nen fromthe fear of God, but
to bring theminto a constant dependence upon his power.
He al so said he would be revenged on God if he should
have a mnd to drown the world again: for that he would
build a tower too high for the waters to reach, and that he
woul d avenge hinself on God for destroying their forefa-
t her s!

Now the nultitudes were very ready to follow the deter-
m nation of Nimrod, and to esteemit a piece of cowardice
to subnit to God: and they built a tower, neither sparing
any pains, nor being in any degree negligent about the
wor k: and, by reason of the multitude of hands enpl oyed.
it grew very high sooner than anyone coul d expect: but the
thi ckness of it was so great, and it was so strongly built,
that thereby its great hei ght seened, upon the view, to be
less than it really was. It was built of burnt brick, cenented
together with nortar made of bitunen, that it m ght not be
liable to admit water. When God saw that they acted so
madl y, he did not resolve to destroy themutterly, since
they were not grown w ser by the destruction of the forner
sinners; but he caused a turmult anong them by producing
in themdivers | anguages, and causing that, through the
mul titude of those | anguages, they should not be able to
under stand one anot her. The place wherein they built the
tower is now call ed Babyl on; because of the confusion of
t hat | anguage which they readily understood before: for the
Hebrews nean by the word Babel, confusion.2

Ni mmod was a rebel deternined to oppose the Al nmighty. The
Lord commanded Noah to replenish the earth to allow his de-
scendants to col onize the world. The arrogant hunter was unw || -
ing to obey. and prior to the erection of his tower said: "Lest we
be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth" (Gen
11:4). Ninrod was a mghty hunter, a forceful |eader, and a
great builder. The reasons for erecting the tower m ght have
been various. The city would offer a place of refuge, although it
woul d have been unlikely that any man woul d chal | enge the
exi sting | eadership. The tower could have served as a | ookout
fromwhi ch the surrounding country could be surveyed. As the
anci ent comrentator suggested. it was neant to be so tall that if
God ever decided to drown the world again. the waters woul d
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never subrmerge the structure. It has been suggested that since
Ni ntod was anti-God, he m ght have thought it possible to erect
a tower sufficiently high to reach God's country. and thus nake
possible a direct attack on the arnmi es of heaven. The idea night
have been stupid, but since Lucifer also tried to dethrone Jehovah
it would be easy to believe that N nrod, like the giants before
the flood, had pernitted Satan to control his Iife. This strange
event becanme obnoxious to the Lord, who destroyed the project.
The incident bequeathed to posterity truths that should never be
forgotten.

The Guilty Conqueror... Constantly Criticizing

As in retrospect the Iife of Nintrod is reviewed, certain facts
stand forth in bold relief. Since he was aware of the experiences
of Noah, his decision to remain in one locality was an indication
he had no respect for the conmandnments of Jehovah, His plan to
build a city led to disaster. Wiatever his personal desire m ght
have been, he was declaring war agai nst God. That, to say the
| east, was extremely unwi se. Any person who acted in this manner
was conmitting suicide. Evidently he believed he could defy the
Lord. Many years |ater Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babyl on
was equally foolish and was driven into the fields to eat grass as
oxen (see Dan. 4:33). Unfortunately. when success goes to a
man' s head, he begins to think he can do anythi ng. Perhaps
Jesus had this fact in mnd when He warned of the possibility of
gaining the world at the expense of one's soul (see Mark 8:36).

The Great Calamity... Continuing Childless

When God confused the | anguage of the people and instituted
conditions that ruined their building project. N nrod probably
becanme incensed, but his innmedi ate reactions were never
reveal ed. The building of the tower ceased, and confusion

17
paral yzed comuni cations. During my work in Australia | stayed
in the home of Walter Beasley. who at that tinme was intimtely
connected with archaeol ogical activities in the Mddle East. He
described the clay tablets upon which was a sketch of a fish and
three lines. He said this indicated an ancient custoner's desire to
buy three fish, but the buyer could not explain to the vendor
what was desired. In a nonent of time. CGod had disrupted al
comrercial activity, and the people had been confronted by
ci rcunst ances beyond their control. Wiat this nmeant to N nrod
is hard to inagine.

Every nman desires to becone a parent so that his children can
continue using the famly name. That the Bible witers val ued
geneal ogi es endorses this fact. Men feared being inpotent. Al
the details about Ninrod are surrounded by lists of men who
begat children. Yet apparently Ninmrod had no famly. First
Chronicles 1:10 states that "Cush begat Ninmrod: He began to be
m ghty upon the earth.” He began to be a m ghty man! Does that
suggest he never conpleted his task? He and his tower perished
and di sappeared from history. He had no heir. This unpl easant
detail endorses the words of the psalmist. who wote: "I have
seen the wi cked in great power, and spreading hinmself like a
green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, |o. he was not: yea, |
sought him but he could not be found" (Ps. 37:35A36). Men
who | eave God out of their lives have very little left.

A dorious Contrast... Christianity Confirned
Descri bing the tragedy of Babel, Mdses wote: "And the LORD
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of
men buil ded. And the LORD said: Behold, the people is one, and
they have all one |anguage; and this they begin to do: and now
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nothing will be restrained fromthem which they have inagi ned
to do" (Gen. 11:5A6). Many years |ater. Luke, who was a Chri s-
tian physician, described another event. "And when the day of
Pentecost was fully conme, they were all with one accord in one
pl ace. And suddenly there cane a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mghty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared unto them cl oven tongues |ike as of
fire, and it sat upon each of them And they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave themutterance" (Acts 2:1-4).

At Babel, sinners were trying to reach up to heaven: at Pente-
cost, God was reaching down to earth. In the former, God term -
nated the greatest building project ever planned. In the latter, the
Holy Spirit descended to begin another buil ding projectAthe
church. This would not only reach to heaven but outward to
enbrace the world. Paul wote: "[W] are built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ hinself being the
chief corner stone: in whomall the building fitly franed togeth-
er groweth unto a holy tenple in the Lord" (Eph. 2:20A21). At
the tower of Babel God confused the |anguage to prevent |isten-
ers from understandi ng what was being said. At Pentecost He
gave ot her tongues so that people woul d understand the word of
God and thereafter repeat it around the world. After the tragedy
of Babel people probably thought their world had ended. After
Pent ecost the citizens of Ephesus said: "These that have turned
the world upside down are conme hither also" (Acts 17:6). The
men and wormen who survived the destruction of the tower of
Babel went out to live and die; the nen and wonen who fol -
| owed Pentecost knew they would l[ive eternally.

Poor Ninmrod! He believed he could cope with every ener-
gency of life, but he nade a great nistake and died a |onely
man. He lived for self and lived in vain. Only foolish people
enmul ate the exanpl e of the ancient rebel
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