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The authorities of the synagogue were worried, and their
fears were not groundl ess. Paul, who had been in their
city for some tine, had been joined by two of his col-
| eagues. An added inpetus had been given to the zeal of
the fearless preacher, and the | eaders of |srael dreaded the
possibilities of the imediate future. "And when
t hey opposed t hensel ves, and bl asphenmed, Paul shook his
rai ment, and said unto them Your blood be upon your
own heads; | amclean: fromhenceforth I will go unto the
Gentiles" (Acts 18 : 6). They watched as he entered into
t he nearby house of Justus, but their anger deepened when
t hey discovered that a great change had taken place in
their owmn |eader. "And Crispus the chief ruler of the
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house" (V. 8).

The Uni que Task
During the foll owi ng days, the cause of Israel seened

in jeopardy, and the people were at wits' end to know

what to do. Sonmeone had to be found who woul d chal -

| enge and overcone the threat of the Christian faith. Sone
strong character had to counteract the influence of the ter-
rible visitor! Wen Sosthenes succeeded to the rul ership
of the synagogue, it appeared that such a man had been
found. He woul d stand no nonsense! He was a nan who

woul d fiercely use any neans, legitimte or otherwi se, in
order to attain his purpose. It was not a cause for anaze-
ment, therefore, when the new | eader organi zed a great
denonstration before the authorities. "And when Gallio
was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with
one accord agai nst Paul, and brought himto the judgment
seat"” (v. 12). Their riotous behaviour stirred the entire
city, and many Greeks also attended the trial. At first it
seened nost probable that Paul woul d be sentenced for

di sturbing the peace; but to the astonishment of |srael, the
judge ignored their protests and disnissed the case. \Wen

t hey woul d have argued, the soldiers forcibly renpoved them
fromthe court, and "all the G eeks took Sosthenes, the
chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat hi mbefore the
judgnment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things."

The Unnerciful Thrashing

So ended one of the nbst nonentous days in the storny
experiences of Paul. Probably he al so watched, as the
eneny of his faith was beaten by the crowd. WMany of the
Christians mght have felt elated at the amazing turn of
events; but Paul was sad. Utinately the nob allowed the
assaulted ruler to escape to his hone, and while they went
| aughi ng on their way, the poor Jew prostrated hinself
upon his bed. His schem ngs had failed entirely; his pride
had suffered irreparabl e danage, and even the cause of
I srael had been brought into disfavour. Ws it at that
nonment that Paul knocked at the door? OF course we
cannot be sure of these things, but since this em nent Jew
became a great Christian (I Cor. 1:1) we are at |east
justified in asking if he were won for Christ through the
mnistry of his one-tinme eneny? Did the apostle quietly
enter, to attend to the wounds of the man who had sought
his destruction? Did the graciousness and sincerity of the
man of Tarsus overcone all the prejudice and aninosity
of Sost henes?
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The Unexpected Testi nony
Years |ater, when Paul wote to the Church in Corinth,

he was able to say, "Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother
Unto the church of God which is at Corinth . . . Gace be
unto you." Cbviously there is a gap between the two
sections of the story; but it is clear that the old eneny of
the faith, the one-tine ruler of the synagogue, had taken
his place at Paul's side. |In conpany with his predecessor
Crispus, Sosthenes had bowed before the Lord Jesus Chri st,
and through personal faith in the Saviour had found peace
beyond understanding. It would appear that two features
united to win himfor Christ. Paul's |oving deeds had
adorned the Gospel he proclainmed, and this conbination

of virtues swept aside all opposition, and brought Sosthenes
to the Lord. The story is rich in suggestions, but perhaps
the greatest is that we should never despair of wi nning
difficult characters, for oftentines the nost unlikely people
beconme the best Christians.
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