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THE HOVE OF MARTHA, MARY, AND LAZARUS TO SHARE HI S SERENI TY (LUKE 10: 38)

It has often been clained that conparisons are odi ous, and there-
fore it mght be dangerous to conmpare homes nmentioned in the New
Testanent. Houses are as different in design as people are in tem
perament. Nevertheless, it is probable that of all the dwellings in
Pal estine, Jesus preferred nost the one owned by Martha, Mary,
and Lazarus. It was |ike an oasis in what could easily have been a
desert! As often as possible Jesus stayed with Hs friends. He was
their favorite guest

Certain details about that beloved family are extrenely interest-
i ng. The Bi ble never nentions anything spoken by the only man in
t he house. Lazarus was a nan of few words. Perhaps all the talking
was done by his sisters! Nothing is said about himexcept that his
illness terminated in death and resurrection, and that certain people
feared his restoration to life would increase the popularity of the
Savior. The story of his experiences renmains unknown; his deeds
were never recorded for posterity.

It seems strange that little is recorded of Mary's testinony ex-
cept that she anointed the Lord with her very expensive ointnent.
Apparently she preferred to listen to Jesus rather than to spend tine
with other people. Two inportant things were said of her: (1) she
sat at H's feet (see Luke 10:39), and (2) she anointed the Lord with
her ointrment (see John 12:3). The Bethany famly is nentioned
three tines in the Scriptures, and together the references provide an
i nteresting study.

Fel | owshi p Sought (Luke 10: 38)

"Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a
certain village: and a certain woman naned Martha received him
into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at
Jesus' feet, and heard his word.” It was Martha who first invited
Jesus into her honme; who conpl ai ned, cl eaned, and cooked. That
delightful lady took her problemto Christ when, belatedly, He
arrived after the death of Lazarus. Her residence was not a cat he-
dral. It was probably only a cottage, but the Lord |oved to go
there. That fact shoul d encourage and delight every Christian fam
ily. The Lord is able to transforma place of strain into a pal ace of
serenity.
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It would be interesting to know what happened before Martha
invited Christ to supper. Had she attended any neeting or witnessed
any miracle? Did she invite the Lord with the full approval of her
famly, or did she act al one believing her sister and brother would
be pleased with her request? She approached the Lord and wistfully
said, "Sir, would you be willing to conme to nmy house to supper?

My famly would be delighted to wel cone You and your friends."

The Lord thanked her and gladly accepted the invitation. As a gen-
eral rule, people are not invited into a home unless the host or
hostess has a special reason for extending the invitation. Many
Christians have specul ated about Martha's request. Was she spiritu-
ally hungry, and did she believe the Savior could supply what she
urgently needed?

When the Lord and the disciples arrived, they were given a great
wel cone, and He knew He had entered a haven of rest. Lazarus, the
silent one, smled; Mary listened; but Martha proceeded to prepare
the evening neal. That was the comencenent of a fellowship
destined to charmthe entire world. Probably Martha believed Jesus
possessed sonething that she needed. H's peace and joy superseded
anyt hi ng she had known. Wat He said was worth hearing; what He
of fered could not be obtained el sewhere. Martha quickly discovered
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that when Jesus entered her |ife and honme, amazing things began to
happen.

Per haps she had l|istened to His teaching about the ki ngdom of
CGod and, desiring to learn nore, invited Hmto supper. Mybe she
did not realize H's hand was knocki ng upon the door of her soul
This was one of the first indications that Jesus desired admttance to
human hearts. Wien He sent a nmessage to the church at Laodi cea,
He said, "Behold, | stand at the door and knock: if any man hear ny
voi ce, and open the door, | will come in to him and will sup with
him and he with ne" (Rev. 3:20). The hone in Bethany was the
only one to which Jesus went repeatedly. When He was about to be
crucified, "he... went out of the city into Bethany; and he | odged
t here (Mart. 21:17). During nmonments of deep angui sh the Lord
found confort among H s dearest friends.

Mart ha wel conmed the Lord and then went into the kitchen to
prepare a neal. She was a magnificent hostess. Mary wel coned the
Lord and then sat at Hs feet to listen. Let it be adnmitted that but for
the industrious Martha the guests woul d have gone hungry.
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Fel | owshi p Spoil ed (Luke 10: 40A42)

"But Martha was cunbered about much serving, and cane to
him and said, Lord, dost thou not care that nmy sister bath left ne to
serve alone? bid her therefore that she help ne. And Jesus answered
and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled
about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her."

Poor Martha, she was all fingers and thunbs. Nothing was goi ng
right, and she was swiftly beconing an angry woman. The size of her
ki tchen remai ns unknown, but the nature of her conplaint was obvi-
ous to everybody. At |east sixteen people expected to be fed. If they
were to sit or recline at a table, places had to be set with knives, forks,
or whatever was used in those days, and plates put in order. Martha
was trying to do six jobs at once, andAwhere was her sister? It is not
difficult to understand her frustration as she | ooked in vain for the
hel p urgently required. Wen she saw Mary sitting peacefully at the
feet of the honored Cuest, her soul expl oded!

"Lord, dost thou not care It was unfortunate that she indi-
rectly blaned the Lord for the disorder in the kitchen. Had she
remai ned cal mshe m ght have said: "Master, | need a little help

with the nmeal. Could you spare ny sister for a few mnutes, and
then together we will be thrilled to Iisten.” Martha was angry and
frustrated; her thoughtless sister had no brains! Yet it was regretta-
ble that she resented the attitude of the Lord. Devotion was admra-
ble but not at another's expense. It was |ike giving a generous
donation to a wonderful cause but using another person's noney!
The church has never ceased debati ng whether or not Martha's
outburst was justified. It may be admitted that in a simlar situation
we might emul ate her exanple.

Many years ago when | belonged to a traveling band of evange-
lists, we had a picnic lunch every day on the journey fromone city
to the next. W stopped al ong the highway and in the shade of a tree
enj oyed what our cook provided. It was strange that after the neal
some nenbers of the party i medi ately devel oped an intense de-
sire to enjoy their quiet time with the Lord. The washing of the dirty
dishes was left to two of us, who postponed our prayer tinme unti
the utensils were cleaned and packed ready for the continuation of
our journey. | confess with sincerity that occasionally | desired to
use ny tongue unlawfully! Maybe Martha woul d have under st ood
and synpat hi zed.
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The Lord's reply to the irate woman was cal m considerate, and
soothing, and it was significant that she never conpl ai ned again.
Probably Mary woul d have been useless in the kitchen, for her
t houghts were with Jesus, and if she had not given attention to the
ki tchen chores, she night have becone a nuisance. The inflamma-
tion within Martha's soul quickly subsided, and it was evident the
great Physician had not lost His skill. The glorious fellowship of
that evening could easily have been ruined. If an artist were com
m ssioned to produce a portrait of Martha, he might paint a |ady
with her sleeves rolled up! If he were requested to do one of Mary,
he woul d depict a wonman with eyes shining like stars! It is strange
and bewi |l dering that nmenbers of a famly can be so different. Sone
Christians love the Savior but are too busy to sit at H's feet; others
who live in conventions and special neetings are of no earthly use!

Fel | owshi p Subdued (John 11: 3A4)

It is refreshing to know that the disciples in Bethany were not
angel s. They were ordi nary people who occasionally could be de-
lightful, devoted, and di sturbed by di sappoi ntnent. Their eyes could
fill with tears and their mnds with distressing doubts. The ill ness
and death of Lazarus were devastating, for it was difficult to believe
their Friend, Jesus of Nazareth, could be insensitive to need. \Wen
He was infornmed of the critical illness of Lazarus, He did not re-
spond and seened unconcerned that the hearts of Mary and Martha
were breaking. "Wien he had heard therefore that he was sick, he
abode two days still in the sane place where he was" (John 11:6).

Unl ess peopl e have experienced simlar periods of distress, it is
i npossi ble to understand the grief of those wonen. The Lord seened
to be unsynpathetic during their tinme of need. Their request for
hel p had been ignored, and it was extrenely difficult to understand
the apparent indifference of their Friend. Wien Martha went to
nmeet Jesus, she said, "Lord, if thou hadst been here, mny brother had
not died. But | know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of
God, God will give it thee" (John 11:21A22). The words even now
shone as brilliant stars on a dark night and suggested the power of
Christ was limtless. "Even now, when all other hope is dead, when
not hi ng can be done to revive ny brother's body, even now, You
can do the inpossible."” She refused to abandon her quest, and relied
inmplicitly upon H's conpassion. She remained baffled by His rel uc-
tance to respond to their earlier desire for assistance, and coul d not
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understand Hi s reasons for permtting themto suffer unprecedented
angui sh. Mary, who had sat at the Lord's feet, was now sitting al one
at hone, but Martha, who seldomsat still, was doing her utnost to
sol ve probl ens.

She never forgot that neeting in the street, and renenbered
Hs words, "I amthe resurrection, and the Ilife: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?" (John
11: 25A26) . Al t hough both sisters m sunderstood the Lord's notives
and al |l owed sorrow to overshadow their faith, Christ never scol ded
them He patiently led theminto greater experiences of spiritua
maturity. H's success was evident when Martha excl ai ned, "Yea
Lord, | believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which
shoul d cone into the world" (John 11:27). Wthin the dark room of
adversity she devel oped a clear picture of H's najesty and i mor-
tality. This should be an encouragenment to every Christian famly
When the Savior is invited into a home, His help is assured in every
emergency, and strain is replaced by serenity. Wen fever harasses
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the soul, the great Physician knows how to deal with the situation
Nevertheless, it is wise to remenber that even He is hindered when
cl osed doors prevent Hi s entrance.

The apostle Paul referred to "the church in thine house" (Philem
2). Christians first gathered in the home of John Mark and frequently in
a part of the tenple known as Sol onon's Porch, but afterward they
wor shi ped in homes where every nmeal becane a | ove feastAwhere
Christ was known in the breaking of the bread. Wen troubled
peopl e bowed in the Master's presence, frayed nerves were quieted
and tenpers di sappeared. Each nenber of the congregation re-
nenbered that Jesus promised, "For where two or three are gath-
ered together in nmy nane, there aml in the mdst of them (Matt.
18: 20). The Lord loved to nake house calls, and although nany
years have passed since He nmnistered in Palestine, H's desire has
never changed.

Fel | owshi p Shared (John 12:2)

The visits made by Jesus to the home in Bethany delighted the
entire famly. The fact that Mary sacrificed her val uabl e oi nt nent
and Martha prepared H's neals indicated He was their favorite
guest. He never inposed upon their kindness, and His arrival never
caused concern to either of the wonen. Lazarus was al ways proud
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to sit with the Master to whom he owed his life. It could not have
been easy to entertain thirteen nmen, but the Lord' s presence was
sufficient conpensation even if they had been expected to entertain
a nultitude.

It was therefore with m xed feelings Martha and her sister heard
their neighbor inviting themto supper. To grant his request would
mean the loss of a night of fellowship, and although they had been
included in the invitation, it would not be as intimte a gathering as
they woul d have enjoyed in their own honme. It nay never be known
whet her or not they had regrets on that nenorable evening. Per-
haps, however, they were filled with delight, for they |oved to share
happi ness with ot her people.

When the early Christians were oppressed by persecution, they
went everywhere preaching the gospel. At that tinme mass nedi a
systens of communi cati on were unknown, and yet before the end
of the first century, the world had heard their nmessage. That anaz-
ing result was achi eved because the preachers were energi zed by an
i ntense desire to share their faith. Wen the woman of Sanaria net
the Savior at Sychar' s well, she was constrained to share her experi -
ence with neighbors, and her testinony led to a city-w de revival
The people afterward said, "Now we believe, not because of thy
sayi ng: for we have heard hi mourselves, and know that this is
i ndeed the Christ, the Savior of the world" (John 4:42). To share
know edge of the Lord is life's greatest privilege.

The clock of life is wound but once;
And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour.

To lose one's wealth is sad i ndeed,
To lose one's health is nore:

To |l ose one's soul is such a |oss:
That no man can restore.
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