The Preacher Who Killed H s Congregation
THE PREACHER WHO KI LLED
H S CONGREGATI ON (2 CHRONI CLES 13:18)

H dden anong the histoiical events of antiquity is a story of
a young king whose faith shone as a beacon in the darkness. It
descri bes how on the eve of a great battle he preached an
el oquent sernon, but unfortunately, listeners refused to heed
his advice, and their folly was fatal

After the death of Sol onon, the nation of Israel was divided
and continuing antagonismled to a civil war. Jeroboam a m ghty
man of val or, had been crowned by ten tribes, and Abijah, who
succeeded Rehoboam reigned over Judah. The respective arnies
were ready for conbat when a surprising event took place.
Josephus, the fanpus historian, described the scene.

"Now, as the arnies stood in array, ready for action and
dangers, Abijah stood upon an el evated place, and, beckoning
with his hand, he desired the nultitude and Jer oboam hi nsel f
to hear first with silence what he had to say. And when sil ence
was nmade, he began to speak, and told them "~ God had consent-
ed that David and his posterity should be their rulers for all tine
to come, and this, you yourselves are not unacquai nted with;
but I cannot but wonder how you shoul d forsake ny father, and
join yourselves to his servant Jeroboam and are now here with
himto fight against those, who by God's determ nation, are to
reign. . . but you considered nothing of all this. And what is it
you depend upon for victory! Is it upon those golden heifers
and the altars that you have on high places which are denon-
strations of your inpiety, and not of religious worship? O is it
t he exceeding nultitude of your arny which gives you such
good hopes? Yet certainly there is no strength at all in an arny
of many ten thousands when the war is unjust, for we ought to
pl ace our surest hopes of success against our enemes in righ-
teousness alone, and in piety towards God; which hope we
justly have, since we have kept the laws fromthe beginning,
and have worshi pped our own God, who was not made by
hands out of corruptible matter, nor was He fornmed by a w ck-
ed king, in order to deceive the nmultitude; but who is H's own
wor kmanshi p, and the begi nning and end of all things. | there-
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fore even now give you counsel to repent, and to take better
advice, and to |l eave off the prosecution of the war, to call to
mnd the laws of your country and to reflect what it hath been
that hath advanced you to so happy a state as ye are now in.'
"This was the speech which Abijah made to the nultitude.
But while he was still speaking, Jeroboam sent sonme of his
soldiers privately to enconpass Abijah round about on certain
parts of the canp that were not taken notice of (The Wbrks
of Flavius Josephus, Book 8, Chapter 11, Paragraphs 2-3).
It is not difficult to visualize that young ki ng speaking from
his elevated position to the multitude across the valley. H's
faith in God was al nost beyond conprehensi on. The incident
may be consi dered under three headi ngs.

The Terrible Predicament. . How Frightening

He was outcl assed. Jeroboam the rebel |eader, was an expert
at making war. The ancient witer said of him "And the man
Jeroboam was a mghty man of val our and Sol onon seeing the
young nman was industrious, he made himruler over all the
charge of the house of Joseph” (1 Kings 11:28). The prowess
and courage of this captain was known throughout the nation
and after the king, Rehoboam failed to alleviate the sufferings
of the common people, the discontented tribes asked himto
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chanpi on their cause. Wen Abijah becane king of Judah, he
had little if any mlitary experience, and it becane evi dent he
was wearing a crown too heavy for confort. It is said that
"Jer oboam despi sed himfor his youth,” but the new nonarch
did not avoid his responsibilities. He gathered an arny, and
with great faith in God and his cause, went to the battle. He

woul d have appreciated the words of Paul: "Wat shall we then
say to these things? If God be for us, who can be agai nst us?"
(Rom 8:31).

He was out nunbered. "And Abijah set the battle in array
with an army of valiant nen of war, even four hundred thou-
sand chosen nen: Jeroboam al so set the battle in array agai nst
himwi th eight hundred thousand chosen nen, being mghty
men of valour"™ (2 Kings 13:3). Some theol ogi ans di spute the
accuracy of these nunmbers, believing the opposing armes were
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snmal l er. Josephus agreed that the army of Abjiah was four
hundred t housand, "but the army of Jeroboam was double to
it." The inportant detail of the story is that the Israelites en-
joyed an advantage of two-to-one over Judah, and that, under
any circunstance, would have been form dable. Evidently, Abi-
jah believed God was the God of minorities and shared the
conviction expressed by the two spies who assured Mses it
was possi ble to overconme the inhabitants of the prom sed I and
(Num 14:6-9). Men and wonen of faith never | ose sight of
God. Even David said to Goliath: ". . . Thou conmest to nme with
a sword, and with a spear and with a shield: but | cone to thee
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the arm es of
I srael, whom thou hast defied. This day will the Loan deliver
thee into mine hand.. ." (1 Sam 17:45-46). David was only a
youth, but he was tall enough to | ook beyond CGoliath and see
Jehovabh.
He was out maneuvered. "But Jeroboam caused an anbush-
ment to cone about behind them so they were before Judah
and the anbushnent was behind them And when Judah | ooked
back, behold, the battle was before and behind: and they cried
unto the Lord, and the priests sounded with the trunpets. Then
the men of Judah gave a shout: and as the nen of Judah shout -
ed, it cane to pass, that God snmote Jeroboam and all |srae
before Abijah and Judah" (2 Chron. 13:13-15). As Josephus
i ndi cated, the treachery of Jeroboam was unm st akable in that
he used the speech as a cover for clandestine operations.
Evidently there was a nearby hill or gully by which sone of
the sol diers of Jeroboamreached the rear of Abijah's arny, and
when the nmen of Judah were fighting for their lives, a wave of
fresh attackers canme behind them and it seened the beseiged
men woul d either die or be conpelled to surrender. The nen of
Judah had been outwitted by a nerciless eneny who failed to
understand that God coul d not be anbushed! When the great
battles of life are fought, it helps to have God on your side!
The historian described how, in their extremty, the nmen of
Judah (a) cried unto the Lord, (b) the priests sounded with their
trunmpets; and (c) the entire arny shouted with a great shout.
"... and as the men of Judah shouted, it cane to pass that God
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snote Jeroboam and all |srael before Abijah and Judah
And Abijah and his people slewthemw th a great slaughter: so
there fell down slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen
nmen" (2 Chron. 13:15-17).

Much m ght be said of the king's enotional appeal, but in
the final analysis, nore nust be said of the nercy of God.
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Al t hough they did not realize the inportance of the occasion, a
half a mllion souls were receiving Jehovah's final warning.
The incident teaches (1) How inportant is God's nmessage; (2)
How inspiring is God's nercy; (3) How inmposing is God' s
maj esty. There is always a way of escape for sinners, but when
they refuse to accept it, punishment is inevitable.

The Tremendous Preaching. . How Faithfu

Probably this was one of the greatest O d Testanent ser-
mons ever preached. Its thenme, its content and the power with
which it was delivered, suggest the preacher woul d have been a
wort hy conpani on for Sinon Peter and Paul

It was fearless. The speaker had no intention of "playing to
the gallery!"™ He accused his opponent of betraying everything
decent and sacred, and his remarks were directed personally
toward the person nost concerned. Evidently, he expressed the
t hought s which occupied his nind. If at a later tine he were
required to answer for his verbal abuse, he would bravely con-
front his demise. Yet, even in death, he would know he had
spoken truth, and not conprom sed his convictions.

It was factual. Israel's difficulties had been increased by
nati onal decadence. The tribes had forsaken God and their "ol d-
time religion"; the faith of their fathers had been sacrificed
upon strange altars. The king's sernon was conprehensive in
that it covered many areas.

The peopl e had no excuse, for the tribes had been defiant in
their rebellion. They had no sanctuary. They had deserted the
tenple in Jerusalem and erected substitutes in Bethel and Dan
This was a revival of the pre-Abrahanic bull worship con-
demrmed by God and His servants. The nation had no priest.
Jeroboam s false nmnisters offered i ncantations and sacrifices
before their idols, but they had no contact with Jehovah. They
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had no Savior. The confidence of the people had been placed in
gol den cal ves, as was the case when Moses received the com
mandrments on Mount Sinai. Israel had no consci ence. \Wen
they listened to the voice of the royal evangelist, they heard
not hi ng! When the call to repentance was nade, they were
al ready planning to outwit their opponents. They were beyond
redenpti on

They had no hope. They were dead even before they died! It
was remar kabl e that an anci ent speaker who never attended any
school of the prophets, should beconme such a dynani c evange-
list. He was nore proficient in his nountain pulpit than he was
in his palace. Evidently, he believed in the Psalmst's theol ogy:
"Happy is that people, whose God is the LORD' (Ps. 144:15).
That he preached in vain proved the decadence of the nation
Unfortunately, revolution was nore popul ar than revival, and
that unfortunate situation led to tragedy.

The Thrilling Preservation.. How fabul ous

..... and the children of Judah prevail ed, because they relied
upon the LORD God of their fathers.” This was one of the nost
concl usive battles in the long and troubled history of the nation.
Pal estine was not a |large country, and since the defeated ten
tribes lost half a nillion chosen nen, Israel not only suffered a
hum liating defeat; the fathers of that generation were annihil at-
ed leaving only children and agi ng nen. That explained the
conplete inability of the vanqui shed people to recruit another
army during the reign of Abijah. "Neither did Jeroboam recov-
er strength again in the days of Abijah."” It is interesting that the
hi storian was nore concerned with how the battle was won
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than in the magnificence of the nmilitary achi evenrent. He nen-
tioned four features which invite exam nation

Their Probl em the battle was before and behind. .
The young ki ng was unaware of the treachery of his oppo-
nent, and was devastatingly surprised when, in the heat of the
battle, a new arny attacked fromthe rear. Undoubtedly, confu-
si on overwhel med the sol diers of Judah who, for a few threat-
eni ng noments, hardly knew what to do
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Their Prayer. .... . and they cried unto the Lord..."
That was possi bly the greatest prayer neeting ever assem
bl ed. Men fought for their lives, and at the sane tinme asked
God to intervene. That was at | east one occasi on when nen
prayed with their eyes open! The incident provided a classic
exanpl e of the doctrine of James who said: "Faith without
works is dead" (James 2:20). Wen all else fails, it pays to

pray.

Their Praise. ..... and the priests sounded with the trunpet”
The electrifying notes of the trunpets, heard above the noise
of conbat, revived and renewed the strength of the men of
Judah, who, with increasing confidence and zeal, attacked their
startled enenmes. Centuries later the Savior said to H s disci-
ples: ". . . Wuat things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them and ye shall have thent (Mark 11:24).
Faith is a much stronger weapon than anythi ng nanufact ured
by nen.

Their Partner. "God snote Jeroboamand all Israel"

It was never reveal ed how God destroyed the peopl e who
refused to obey H s comandnents. He overwhel med the Egyp-
tians by pernmitting towering walls of water to coll apse on their
pursuing army (Exod. 14:26-27). He defeated the host of the
Syrians by allowing themto hear the novenents of a heavenly
host (2 Kings 7:6-7). The Lord destroyed a host of Philistines
during a terrific thunderstorm when, in all probability Iightning
caused havoc anong the soldiers (I Sam 7:10). God has innu-
nmer abl e weapons in H's arsenal, but faith is the key which
unl ocks the storehouse of heaven's resources. Blessed is the
man who knows he is never al one. Throughout their acute
danger, the nen of Judah relied conpletely upon God, and that
was the secret of their invincibility. God has never changed.
The witer to the Hebrews knew this for he wote: "Jesus Chri st
the sane yesterday, and to day, and forever" (Heb. 13:8).
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