WHEN CHRI ST SAT DOWN
VWHEN CHRI ST SAT DOMWN! (MARK 11:7)

It is significant that sone of the nost ordinary texts in the
Bi bl e are the npst suggestive. The Lord was the busiest of al
men, but there were occasi ons when He renmi ned notionl ess,
and each tinme this happened, sonething unusual followed. It
was often recorded that "Jesus sat down," but five of the refer-
ences indicated that when He seened to be doi ng nothing, He
was exceedi ngly active. The Savior sat down (1) to weep; (2) to
wel corme; (3) to watch; (4) to work; (5) and to wait. These
verses, studied together, becone extrenely instructive.

To Weep Over Suffering... How Great H's Pain (Luke
19: 35 and 41)

Hundreds of years before the birth of the Savior, the prophet
Zechariah wote: "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout,
o daughter of Jerusalem behold, thy King coneth unto thee;
he is just and having salvation; lowy, and riding upon an ass,
and upon a colt the foal of an ass" (Zech. 9:9). That renarkable
prediction was fulfilled when, on the eve of the Jew sh pass-
over, Christ entered Jerusalem It was truly astonishing that He
shoul d ride upon an unbroken colt, and the animal never tried
to unseat its Rider

Possi bly, that donkey recognized the Lord of creation, and
hunmbly submitted when Jesus sat upon its back. That display of
power was a strange contrast to the tears which later ran down
the Lord's face. It was thought-provoking that He shoul d shed
tears when confronted by the overthrow of the city. H's words
were om nous when He said: "If thou hadst known, even thou
at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid fromthine eyes. For the days shall cone
upon thee, that thine enem es shall cast a trench about thee, and
keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not |eave in
t hee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the tine
of thy visitation" (Luke 19:42-44). It was sad that even He
could do not hi ng when judgnment threatened H s people. As He
sat upon the donkey, it was evident the approachi ng tragedy
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could only have been prevented by the repentance of the nation
Christ remai ned notionless, because there was nothing He coul d
do to renove the condemation of the people who rejected

H m

To Wel come a Sinner .... . How Great Hi s Purpose (John 4:6)
Jesus had travel ed through the oppressive heat of an Eastern
m dday, and was evidently glad to reach the well at Sychar.
John recogni zed Hi s Master was tired, and when he wote his
Cospel, he reported: "Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus there-
fore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well, and it
was about the sixth hour." He had arrived ahead of time and sat
patiently awaiting an unpopul ar wonan. He coul d have pro-
ceeded into the city of Sychar, or paused outside. That He sat
on the well awaiting the com ng of the sinful wonan suggested
three sinple facts. (1) A special visit. (2) A serious vice. (3) A
suprene victory.

That notorious sinner becane the first femal e evangel i st nen-
tioned in the New Testament. This was evident when, having
heard the worman's testinony, the citizens went out to see the
Savior, and later exclainmed: " Now we bel i eve, not because
of thy saying: for we have heard hi moursel ves, and know t hat
this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." Qther details
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VWHEN CHRI ST SAT DOWN
invite attention.
(1) How great Hi s foreknowl edge. As far as is known, Christ
had never been to that area, and had not net the woman. Nev-
erthel ess, He was acquainted with all her circunstances, and
knew she was obliged to draw water at the well when other
peopl e were absent.

(2) How gracious His favor. It was thrilling that, although
the nei ghbors refrained fromassociating with her, Jesus made
special plans to reach that guilty soul. It might have been ar-

gued that He coul d have influenced nore people in other plac-
es. That may have been true, but since He canme into the world
to save sinners, it was necessary He would at |east attenpt to
reach individual s whose conpel ling need was obvious. Had she
not come to the well that day, her |oss would have been i nmea-
sur abl e.
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(3) How gl ori ous Hi s forgiveness. Jesus did not scold the
woman, nor criticize her behavior. Probably, she had been con-
demed t hroughout her |ife; her reputation for lustful associa-
tions was w despread. Had the Lord spontaneously criticized
her conduct, she woul d have been uni npressed, and argumnents
woul d have cl osed the entrance to her soul. Hi s pardoning grace
overcame her persistent guilt.

Many years have passed since that nenorable day in Sy-
char, but the Savior never changed. It was far nore satisfying to
speak to one repentant sinner than to address nany arrogant
Pharisees. He is still seated at H's well of salvation hoping
ot her people may foll ow the wonan's exanpl e.

To Watch a Sacrifice.. . How Great Hi s Perception
(Mark 12:41)

Jesus had left the crowded streets of Jerusalem and had
secluded H nself within the tenple where He could see without
bei ng seen. He was fascinated as He watched people placing
their gifts into the tenple treasury. The Pharisees, in their flow ng
robes, were a sight to behold. They never gave anything secretly;
they made sure the onl ookers knew how rmuch noney was
being given to God's work. Businessnen, anxious to attract
custoners, brought gifts, but their faces betrayed the greed in
their souls. They gave in obedience to the I aw, but their noney
was not gladly offered. They begrudged every shekel placed
into the treasury.

The priests, who appeal ed for increasing generosity, were
nore interested in finances than in glorifying God. There were
occasi ons when the tenple precincts resenbled a market, or a
financier's office. Then, suddenly, the Lord saw a wonan cl ot hed
in black garnments. Slowy, she approached the treasury and
careful |y opening her purse, produced two snall and insignifi-
cant coins. She was an inpoverished wi dow. The Lord knew
t hat when she offered two nites, she had nothing left.

When Mark recalled the incident, he wote: "And Jesus sat
over against the treasury: and behel d how peopl e cast noney
into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in nuch. And
there came a certain poor w dow, and she threwin two nites,
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whi ch nmake a farthing. And he called unto himhis disciples,
and saith unto them Verily, | say unto you, That this poor

wi dow hath cast nore in, than all they which have cast into the

treasury. For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of

her want, did cast in all that she had, even all her living" (Mrk

12: 41-44). Hi s assessnent of her contribution was astoni shing,
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VWHEN CHRI ST SAT DOWN
and yet, H s reasoning was easy to understand. Even Sanuel
had heard God saying: ..... the Lord seeth not as nman seeth; for
man booketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord booketh
on the heart” (1 Sam 16:7). The widow s gift was sanctified
and nultiplied by her love. Christ still assesses the gifts of His
people. Since He gave His all for us, we should never offer
anything less than the best to H m

To Wrk for the Sick. . . How G eat Hi s Power (Matt.
15: 29)

The Lord had returned fromH s nmenorable visit to Tyre
and Sidon, and, reaching Capemaum had clinbed into the noun-
tai ns overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Someone recogni zed H m
and soon the news of His arrival spread throughout the nearby
cities. Wthin a short tine, crowds followed Hminto the hill
taking with themsick relatives and friends. It was remarkabl e
that Jesus was able to heal many people, and the diversity of
patients suggested nmany possibilities.

There were | ane people who were linited in their nove-
ments. Sonething had interfered with their capabilities; it was
difficult to do what once they did easily. Wthin the Christian
church these might be identified as backsliders! O hers had
never seen; they lived in the dark, listening to information rel at-
ed by other folk. They resenbl ed unconverted people who had
never seen the Savior. They heard H s nessage but had no
knowl edge of His ability to open blind eyes.

Sone who coul d see and wal k had difficulty speaking; they
were dunb, |ike secret disciples! Matthew nmentioned the
mai mredApeopl e who had been hurt by the unkind circum
stances of life. The termwas indefinite, and probably covered
many kinds of injuries. Yet, no task was too hard for the Sav-
ior, Hs ability was without limtation
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Furt hernmore, there is no record that any of the people heal ed
ever becane sick again. Frequently Christ commanded people
to "go and sin no nore," but in every instance there was noth-
i ng m sl eading about H's mracles. Unfortunately, nodemfaith-
heal ers can attend the funerals of people supposedly healed a
few weeks before their decease. Matthew was w se when he
spoke of the "nmany others" heal ed by the Savi or

To Wait for Suprenacy... How Great Hi s Patience
(Heb. 12:10)

The Savi or had reached Journey's End! Calvary and the
resurrection were nenories. He had ascended into heaven; been
wel coned by i nnunerabl e angels; crowned with glory and honor
and installed as the High Priest of H s people. Serenity was
upon Hi s face; expectancy shone in His eyes; God had prom
ised that even H's enem es woul d become H s footstool. Christ
woul d becone the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and He
was destined to inherit the kingdonms of the entire world. Confi-
dently, and patiently, He sat on the right hand of the Mjesty on
Hi gh.

Yet, it was significant that He stood to wel cone hone the
first martyr. Describing the death of Stephen, Luke wote: "But
he (Stephen), being full of the Holy Ghost, |ooked up steadfast-
ly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standi ng on
the right hand of God. And said, Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God"
(Acts 7:55-56). Evidently, CGod desired to draw attention to the
fact that although the High-Priestly nministry of the Savior was
inmportant, it could not deprive Christ of the privilege of wel-
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VWHEN CHRI ST SAT DOWN

com ng to heaven the brave Christian who laid down his life for
the Master.

When Paul was nearing the end of his life, he wote remark-
able words to Tinothy. "For I amnow ready to be offered, and
the tinme of nmy departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight,
I have finished nmy course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for ne a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ne at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all themalso that |ove his appearing” (2 Tim
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4.6-8). It would be interesting if we could know the kind of
recepti on which awaits us when we al so reach our Honel and.

Dr. Egerton Young, who nministered to Indian tribes, told an
i nteresting story of what happened one day when he had, appar-
ently, failed to influence the people. He said: "I visited a band
of Indians in the far north, and found themto be utterly unre-
sponsive to the Gospel, until | shouted: | know where all your
children are A your dead children.' Quickly, they manifested
intense interest. | continued: "They have gone from your w g-
warns and your canpfires. Your hearts are sad, and you nourn
for the children you hear not. But there is only one way to the
beautiful |and, where the Son of God has gone, and into which
He takes the children, and you nust cone this way, if you
woul d be happy and enter in.' As | spoke, a stalwart |ndian
sprang up and rushed toward ne. He said: M ssionary, ny
heart is enpty, and |I mourn nuch, for none of ny children are
|l eft anmong the living. | amvery lonely in ny wigwant | |ong
to see themagain, and hold themin ny arns. Tell ne, what
must | do to enter that beautiful |and, and see ny children?
O hers quickly followed him seeking instruction" (quoted from
One Hundred Great Texts and Their Treatnent, pg. 279). There
was placed on Dean Al ford's tonmbstone a beautiful inscription
"The inn of a traveler on his way to Jerusalem"”
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