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"And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord,
that Eli marked her nouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart;
only her |ips noved, but her voice was not heard: therefore' Eli
t hought she had been drunken. And Eli said unto her, How
long wilt thou be drunken? Put away thy wi ne fromthee."

It is aterrible thing to be m sjudged and condenmed, especially
when the criticismcones froma person who should know better
During monments of angui sh the soul nmay becone hurt, annoyed
and retaliatory - or miraculously tolerant and patient. let it be
admtted, it is difficult to remain serene when unkind words un-
dermine one's influence for God. The Bible supplies nunerous
exanpl es of people who remai ned cal munder fire.

Hannah Who I nterceded

The wonman was desperate. She had no child, and according to the
belief of her culture, her barrenness was considered to be a curse
from God. To make matters worse, her husband's second w fe "pro-
voked her sore, for to nake her fret, because the Lord had shut up
her wormb" (1 Sam 1:6-7).

Hannah was filled with sadness when she prayed silently before the altar
at Shiloh. "She spake in her heart; only her |ips noved, but her voice was
rot heed, therefore Eli thought she had been drunken."” The words spoken
by the high priest were huniliating, but Hannah remai ned cal m Had she
denounced the priest, she mght have |ost the greatest bl essing of her

Davi d Who I ntervened

Poor David! He was perplexed. He was bei ng accused of al
ki nds of indiscretions and was being hunted as "a partridge in the
mount ai ns” (1 Sam 26:20). Then suddenly it seened his troubles
were endi ng; Saul, who had mnisjudged and vilified him lay at his
feet. "Then said Abishai to David, God bath delivered thine ene-
my into thine hand this day; now therefore let ne smte him |
pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not
snite himthe second tinme. And David said to Abishai, Destroy
himnot: for who can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's
anoi nted, and be guiltless?" (1 Sam 26:8-9).

If David had acted inpetuously, he would have nade one of his
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greatest mistakes. He subdued his anger, and any desire for revenge
or self-justification was suppressed. Perhaps he |istened to God who
said, "To nme bel ongeth vengeance, and reconpense" (Deut. 32:35).

The Savi or Who | nstructed

The Sernon on the Mount was the greatest nmessage ever delivered to
a congregation The hillside audi ence was enthralled and yet amazed by
the words of Jesus the Carpenter. His ideas were different from anything
they had ever heard. Hi s highways to bl essing ran through unexpl ored
territory. The people had been taught to resist enemes, and in a corrupt
world they knew how to survive. Jesus introduced a newlife - style, and
they were not sure whether they could accept it.

They listened as the Teacher said, "Bl essed are ye when nmen shal
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against

falsely, for ny sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven" (Matt 5:11-12).
The Lord not only recommended these virtues, He practiced what He
preached. O H mit was said, "W, when he was reviled, reviled not
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agai n; when he suffered, he threaten not: but comrtted herself to him
that judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2:23). It should never be forgotten

when God raised the Lord and exalted himto the right hand of the

Maj esty on high, the Savior had nore than denonstrated H s worthi ness
for that honor. H s amazi ng teaching nust be the inspiration of the
church, and His deeds the exanple for every Christian.

Paul Who Initated
The church at Corinth was conposed of a cosnopolitan people who
did not live together peacefully. Al though Paul founded and established
the church, he was not always proud of his converts. H's nmessage to
them was sel f-explanatory. "Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted,
we suffer it: Being defamed, we entreat; we are nade as the filth of the
world, and are the of fscouring of all things unto this day. | wite not
these things to shanme you, but as ny beloved sons | warn you. For
t hough ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many
fathers; for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel
Wierefore, | beseech you, be ye followers of ne" (1 Cor. 4:12-16).
Paul ' s advi ce was obvious. Wen Christians are attacked by an-
kind critics, they should ascertain if there was truth in the statenents;
if not, they should rejoice. Their attitude would guarantee excel -
| ent conpany.
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